R. C. Sprague Sees Electronic Growth In ’55 


II Iml's llw outlook for business in tlw electronics industry in |<)55? 
Because the I.OC feels that every emjdoye of the Company is vitally 
interested in the shape oj things to come in out business, it presents 
herewith an estimate of the business outlook for 105!) prepared by Robert 
C. Sprague, bounder, Chairman of the Board, anil I'reasurer of llw 
Compan y, as it appeared in llw Boston Sunday llerahl Innual Business 
Review on January 30, 1055. 

The year just past was in some respects a difficult one for the 
electronics industry, as it was for many other industries. However, 
in contrast to the widespread pessimism that prevailed a year ago, 
there is a general feeling among industry leaders that the coming 
year should see a resumption of the steady growth which prevailed 
until 1051 in the value of electronic parts and equipment production 
at the factory. 
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J. K. Sprague Addresses Los 
Angeles Chamber Meeting 


Julian K. Sprague, President of the 
Company, told members of the Los 
Angeles Chamber of Commerce at their 
annual electronics day luncheon that 
“1 luman imagination alone bounds the 
limits of uses to which electronic de¬ 
vices may be put for more leisure and 
a fuller life.’ 

Mr. Sprague, discussing the future of 
the electronics industry, predicted that 
industrial electronics will in a short 
time become a rival in volume to the 
present electronics entertainment bus 
iness of television and radio. Transistor¬ 
ized electronic control equipment will 
be widely used in industrial processes. 


mg much of its payroll and printing 
checks automatically from punched 
cards, and, further pointed out that 
punched cards combined with com¬ 
puters and electronic control systems 
have recently had a spectacular new 
use in a system “which allows a plane 
to be navigated from its takeoff to its 
destination w thout pilot control, and, 
it is now possible for aircraft to main 
tain constant touch with their bases 
by remote-control transmitters placed 
along their flight paths. Both of these 
devices will find wide use in times to 
come.’’ 

The use of radio-telephone service 


ABOUT 

THE NEW LOG FORMAT 

In keeping with the progress en¬ 
joyed by the Sprague Electric Com¬ 
pany in the past years, the LOG is 
wearing a new format. The design 
of the masthead was selected to 
give the LOG a new, clean modern 
tcuch and the new type for headings 
supplements that feeling. The 
LOG is your publication and it 
should truly represent you in looks 
as well as content. We hope that 
you will like the changes and will 
find your LOG more readable and 
interesting because of them. 


which will “result in more uniform, 
more dependable, and more inexpensive 
products. Transistors also lend them¬ 
selves most readily to automation and 
will markedly speed up its realization,” 
Mr Sprague said 

According to Mr. Sprague, electronic 
computers of many types will be used 
in businesses, both large and small and 
he said that “in industrial concerns 
they will be used for product design, 
for conducting market research, for 
inventory control, for handling orders, 
etc. They are already in wide use for 
handlirg payrolls of large manufactur¬ 
ing and commercial concerns, and for 
doing the statistical work of life in¬ 
surance companies. As many small 
businesses will not be able to justify the 
expense of a computer, you may expect 
to see new businesses offering compu¬ 
ters on a rental basis.” Mr Sprague 
told the members of the Chamber that 
the Sprague Electric Company already 
uses electronic computers for comput- 


for passengers on commercial aircraft, 
of computer systems Lo route the flow 
of automobile and truck traffic in and 
out of large cities, of industrial tele¬ 
vision in manufacturing operations and 
the use of TV baby sitters in the home 
are other predictions made by Mr. 
Sprague. 

According to Mr. Sprague, the elec¬ 
tronics industry on the West Coast has 
progressed greatly in the past nine 
years. It has grown from less than 
100 firms to 600 firms in this period of 
time. Also important is their increase 
from 10 per cent to approximately 15 
per cent of the total national electronic 
production. He said. “This increase 
may appear small, but it is actually 
dramatic as it represents a growth of 
from 95 million dollars to over 800 
million dollars in West Coast electronic 
billings —and this growth is continuing 
today at an even more rapid rate than 
ever before ” 


Roy Cook, 

Francis Delisle 
Win Suggestion Cash 

Roy Cook, Supervisor in the FP 
Assembly Department, Marshall Street 
plant, and Francis Delisle, of Industrial 
Oils Rolling, Brown Street plant, have 
become the latest additions to Sprague 
Electrics ‘Top Thinkers’ club of 
Suggestion Award winners. 

Mr. Cook received a $15 award for 
his recent suggestion, and Mr. Delisle 
was awarded $10. Both awards were 
announced at the January meeting of 
the North Adams Suggestion System 
Committee. 

There’s a cash award waiting for 
every accepted suggestion so put on 
your thinking caps, get a Suggestion 
System blank, and forward your good 
ideas to Secretary, Suggestion System, 
Marshall Street plant! 


Preliminary indications are that this 
figure remained slightly above $5 
billion last year; although a little be¬ 
low the all time peak in 1953, this level 
is almost double the industry’s volume 
as recently as 1950, and represents the 
combined output of some 2000 con¬ 
cerns compared to less than 300 who 
were in the business before World War 
II A large number of these producers, 
including many of the newer companies, 
are located here in New England, where 
they are contributing importantly to 
the economic well-being of the region. 

TELEVISION 

The two largest markets for elec¬ 
tronics in 1954 in terms of dollar volume 
continue to be home entertainment, 
including television, radio and record¬ 
ings, and defense production. De¬ 
mand for television sets on the part of 
the public exceeded even the most op¬ 
timistic estimates made at the be¬ 
ginning of the year, with the number of 
sets sold having been well in excess of 
seven million and by far the largest of 
any year to date Dollar volume of 
television sets, however, was down 
somewhat from 1953 and quite a bit 
below the 1950 peak, reflecting the 
increased value the consumer is getting 
when he buys a black-and-white TV set 
today. 

Set production also appears to have 
exceeded 1953, despite a slow start in 
the first half of the year, and inven¬ 
tories are in satisfactory shape at all 
levels of the industry. Production of 
radio sets in 1954 was slightly in excess 
of 10 million units, compared to 13.4 
million in 1953, but output of phono¬ 
graphs and record players was prob¬ 
ably 20 per cent above 1953 on account 
of the rapidly spreading interest in 
high-fidelity sound reproduction. 

The largest single customer of the 
electronics industry continues to be 
the defense program, the value of 
production of military electronic equip 
ment for all types for 1954 having 
about quadrupled as compared with the 
year 1950. Although this segment of 
our business still accounts for close to 
half the industry’s volume, indications 
are that total procurement of electron 
ics in 1954 was five per cent to ten per 
cent below the preceding year; with 
total defense spending off even more 
than this, however, it *s evident that 
the proportion of the total going into 
electronic and communications appara¬ 
tus and control systems continues to 
increase 

Other major markets such as in¬ 
dustrial electronic and replacement 
parts appear to have registered in¬ 
creased sales last year, and should con¬ 
tinue to do so for many years to come. 
Applications of the electron to auto¬ 
mation of manufacturing processes and 
the mechanization of office work are 
still in their infancy, despite the im¬ 
portant strides now being made De¬ 
mand for replacement parts, which al¬ 
ready exceeds $500 million, will keep 
on increasing as the amount of electron¬ 
ic equipment in use increases. 

1954 sales of electronic components, 
cf which Sprague Electric Company is 
one of the largest manufacturers, were 
generally somewhat below the pre¬ 
ceding year in line with the overall ex¬ 
perience of the industry. We at 
Sprague have stepped up development 
work on new products for use in color 
TV sets, advanced types of electronic 
armaments, and particularly in the 
field of industrial electronics; a number 
of entirely new components for use in 
Continued on Page 2 



Robert C. Sprague 


Benefit Fund 
Needs Your 
Added Support 

YOU are familiar with the Sprague 
Electric Employes Benefit bund 1 It 
is a voluntary employe organization 
whose function is' to eliminate intra¬ 
plant collections and solicitations for 
charity and hardship cases by pooling 
and distributing donations contributed 
by members. As you know, member 
employes authorize small amounts to be 
deducted from their pay each week. 
Your contributions are widely dis¬ 
tributed throughout this area and 
accomplish tremendous benefits in our 
communities. The fund in recent 
years has given generously to the: 
Williamstown Community Chest 
North Adams United Fund Red 
Cross 

North Adams March of Dimes 
North Adams Heart Fund 
Stamford Red Cross 
Williamstown Red Cross 
Adams Red Cross 
North Adams Cancer Fund 
Stamford Cancer Fund 
Williamstown Heart Fund 
Williamstown Cancer Fund 
Additionally, contributions are used to 
aid hardship cases within our own 
Company. In 1953 the figures show 
that the total amount pledged and 
paid by SEEBF members was $18,059. 
96. Though this total may seem high, it 
is increasingly difficult these days o 
satisfactorily meet all worthy charitable 
demands. Few SEEBF deductions have 
been revised upward by employe mem¬ 
bers for several years. Meanwhile, 
wage levels have generally increased 
and virtually every campaign for funds 
is also growing in size. Budgets of these 
organizations have increased because 
of important new research develop¬ 
ments in medical fields and increased 
case loads in various welfare and ser¬ 
vice organizations. 

These funds are worthy of our giving 
and need our added support. Small in 
creases in our contributions will mean 
better health, more community ser¬ 
vices and disaster relief for those who 
need it. 

YOU are protected by this fund— 
in two distinctive ways. First, you 
may at some time cr another need the 

help of one or more of these organiza- 

Continued on Page 10 


Honored Guests At Electronics Press Day 



Julian K. Sprague, right, President of the Company, was the principal speaker recently at the Los Angeles’ 
Chamber of Commerce Electronics Press Day luncheon. Shown with Mr. Sprague are, from left, Dr. A.M. 
Zarem, Manager of the Los Angeles Division, Stanford Research Institute, and Mr. Les Hoffman, of Hoffman 
Electronics Corporation.—Los Angeles Times Photo 
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* EDITORIAL 


When you broadcast to countries behind the Iron Curtain, you 
don’t get Hooper ratings to tell you how you’re doing. Hut you can 
find out by listening to what the Communists say about you and to 
what refugees tell you once they reach freedom. 

Radio Free Europe, the hard-hitting network we support through 
Crusade for Freedom, is justly proud of its own rating. The Reds 
spend more money unsuccessfully trying to drown out Western broad¬ 
casts by jamming than R.F.E. spends transmitting them. Letters 
from behind the Iron Curtain say "keep it up. . .you give us hope.” 

Recently, the Soviets have started using anti-aircraft fire in their 
frantic but vain attempt to stop R.F.E.’s sister operat ion, the Crusade 
for Freedom’s leaflet-carrying balloons, which shower Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary with millions of printed messages from the free world. 

Poland’s Lt. Francis Jarecki, the first MIG-15 pilot to fly to free¬ 
dom, says: “The Reds cannot kill three things: what Mother said 
about God and Poland, what one’s heart dictates and what Radio 
Free Europe tells^us.” 

Lt. Jarecki is not the only escapee from behind the Iron Curtain to 
tell of Radio Free Europe’s powerful impact. Polish U.N. delegate 
Marek S. Korowicz came to Radio Free Europe headquarters to ask 
the-U.S.A. for political asylum. He emphasized that Western broad¬ 
casts have a far greater impact behind the Iron Curtain than most 
Americans realize. “R.F.E.’s news,” he said, "passes quickly over a 
sort of national grapevine.” The builder of the Czech "Freedom 
Tank,” Vaclav Uhlik, Polish Panmunjom interpreter Jan Hajdukie- 
wicz, and countless other exiles in Western Europe have attested to 
R.F.E.’s effect on the minds of Those enslaved by Communism. 

That influence may be decisive in our struggle for peace and world 
freedom. Let’s help R.F.E. get bigger and better by sending our 
“Truth Dollars” to the Crusade for Freedom c/o your local post¬ 
master. This is one of the best ways we have available to us to fight 
Communism in its own backyard. 


R. C. Sprague 


Neiv Positions Announced 
In Production Engineering 



Those who have recently assumed new duties in the Production En¬ 
gineering Departmt.n. are as pictured above; Howard Sherman, top left, 
who will, in the absence of Walter Clark, Manager of Production Engin¬ 
eering, assume charge of the Department; Charles Blouin, top right, 
who will be in charge of the Quality Control Department; Joseph O’¬ 
Brien, bottom left, who will take over Mr. Sherman’s former duties, 
being responsible for Section I of Capacitor Specification Department; 
and, Edward Catotti, bottom right, who will assume Mr. O’Brien’s 
duties as head of the Small Paper group. 


Meet Your 
Supervisor . . . 
Harold Shore 

A most remarkable man is Harold 
Shore, Supervisor of the Industrial Oils 
Final Assembly at Brown Street. At 
the age of 75 he is undoubtedly one of 
Sprague Electric's most capable and 
well-liked Supervisors! 

In talking with him. we find that he 
has lived a very full life. He came to 
Lowell. Massachusetts from Rochdale, 
Lancashire County. England, at the 
age of 22. An avid Cricket player, he 
was soon called to Boston to play for a 
team there. He started working with 
a Company in the city, as Head of the 
Shipping Department, a position which 
he held for 25 years. After leaving 
there he started working as a guard 
with the Museum of Fine Arts, also in 
Boston. At the end of six months he 
was called to Williams College where he 
became the Head of Guards of Arts and 
Treasures for two years He was 
responsible for the guarding of 21 
million dollars worth of arts and treas¬ 
ures dispersed for safekeeping in the 
College Museum, Thompson Memorial 
Hall and Chapin Hall during World 
War II. He later returned in 1944 to 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
and during the summer of that same 
year, while on vacation in Williams- 
town. decided that he would return to 
Williamstown to reside permanently 
and so resigned from his position in 
Boston. 

Still interested in working, he came 


to Sprague Electric in August of that 
same year and has been with the Com¬ 
pany since then. A short while ago. 
he received his 10 year service award 
pin 

Though an ardent worker, he always 
finds time for his favorite sport 
bowling. Fie considers it his life 
hobby. An expert, he bowls two nights 
a week, one night with the Food Service 
Team which is in the Sprague Electric 
Bowling League, and one night with the 
Kronick’s Service Station in Williams 
town. 

If you would like to hear interesting 
accounts or if there’s a question in your 
mind about a bowling rule, he can give 
you many pointers. Drop in and see 
him, for he’s a grand man to converse 
with! 



Harold Shore 


electronic computers are now in pro¬ 
duction. and we expect that this and 
other new markets for our products will 
expand at a rapid rate. 

While it is too early to have a very 
clear view of the outlook for 1955, the 
electronics industry can look forward, 
in my opinion, to a very good although 
highly competitive year In television, 
assuming a continuation of the recent 
improvement in business generally, I 
believe there should lx- a market for 
between 6.5 and 7.0 million black and 
white sets, plus about 200.000 color sets 
at present prices. 

Perhaps the most significant differ¬ 
ence between today and a year ago is 
that the status of color TV is much 
better understood by the public, and is 
probably no longer acting as a major 
depressant on the sales of black and 
white -sets. Total output of color le- 
ceivers in 1954 was doubtless no more 
than 25.0(H) units, but even this small 
quantity has been sufficient to permit 
the general public in major markets to 
witness live color programs. 

While this has ma.ntained the active 
interest in color that was being ex¬ 
pressed a year ago. the $800$1.0(H) 
price lags on the sets built so lar have 
unquestionably altered the thinking 
of many people who, a year ago. were 
going to "wait for color" before buying 
a set. For, despite the very heavy 
engineering onslaught on the problem 
of making color sets that can be sold at 
a mass-market price, answers have not 
yet appeared to the high cost of manu¬ 
facture resulting from the complexities 
of handling three signals instead cf one. 

In my opinion, color is not likely to 
be a significant factor in set production 
before the latter part of 1955, and it 
will be 1956 at the earliest before 
quantity production is achieved. 

Once the problems of economic 
production are solved, as they certainly 
will be. there should be a ready market 
for several million color sets per year 
for an indefinite time. Of the 420 
television stations now in operation, 
more than I 50 are already equipped to 
carry color braodcasts; by year end 
better than 20 million of the nation's 
30 million TV homes will be within 
reach of color programs. Thus, while 
much of the exaggerated publicity 
about color has been toned down, good 
progress of a more constructive sort 
has been made in the past year looking 
to the day when color becomes a reality 
rather than a potentiality. 

Adding to the favorable potential in 
black-and white television and the 
probable beginnings of volume color 
set production the likelihood of defense 
business at least equal to 1954 and 
further and the replacement market, 
total dollar volume for our industry in 
1955 may well exceed the 1953 peak of 
$5.1 billion. 

Company Is Cited 
By General Motors 

The Sprague Electric Company has 
received a citation from General 
Motors, Inc. recognizing Sprague pro¬ 
ducts which have gone into the making 
of their 50,000,000 vehicles. 

The award was made on the occasion 
of the production at the Chevrolet 
Assembly Plant at Flint, Michigan of 
General Motors vehicle number fifty 
million. 
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Keeping Sprague at the Top 



Speakers at the January Supervisors Training Dinner-Meeting at the Williams Inn were from left, Robert 
Sheehan, Herbert Haworth, Stanley Bubriski and Norton Cushman. All members of the Company’s Research 
and Engineering Department, the speakers described many of the new products and electronic developments 
in which the Company is playing an important part. 

Components With 'Memory’ Meet Chang¬ 
ing Demands of Progressive Industry 


Through the concerted effort of 
its Research and Engineering facil 
ities, Sprague Electric is contin 
uously searching for new and better 
products to meet the needs of the 
Electronic Age and to keep us in the 
forefront of a fast moving industry. 
Among significant recent advances 
are developments ir the field of 
magnetic components which have 
been created, developed and eng in 
ccred in our own laboratories. 

By the development of these new 
products, we are meeting the de¬ 
mands of today and anticipating 
the needs of tomorrow creating in¬ 
creased sales potentialities, and 
greater job opportunities for all 
through product diversification. 
This article, describing magnetic 
components, is the first in a series 
which will discuss promising new 
fields of electronics development in 
which Your Company is playing a 
significant part. 

Picture if you will, a tiny metal de¬ 
vice that has the power of memory— 
a component that can remember facts 
that are fed to it and can even re¬ 
arrange and sort information, eval¬ 
uating it at the will of the human 
operator. Fantastic, isn’t it? 

Exemplary of such devices are Pulse 
Transformers, Switching Transformers 
and Shift Registers, three new mag¬ 
netic components, now in the produc¬ 
tion stage, which were recently devel¬ 
oped by the Magnetic Products De¬ 
velopment Laboratory at the Marshall 
Street Plant. This group is composed of 
David Peck, Mike Geroula, Larry 
Hobson, William Rowland, David 
Geiser, Kelly Hooks and Norton 
Cushman. 

Magnetic components, are by def¬ 
inition, devices which utilize electrical 
effects produced by current flowing 
through coils of wire. A magnetic de¬ 
vice is attractive in that it need have 
no moving parts, operates without high 
pressures or vacuums and has amazing 
reliability. 

Each component is composed of a 
number of parts, has various uses, and 
plays a vital part in the future of our 
Company. 

We shall discuss each component in 
its order of development so that you 
may see how each succeeding device 


surpasses its predecessor in the number 
of functions it performs. 

PULSE TRANSFORMERS While 
simple in form, require skilled work for 
precision quality. They are made of 
ferrite-toroid cores. ("Ferrite” is a 



Cylindrical Pulse Transformer 

non-metalhc magnetized material. Such 
cores are, incidentally, manufactured 
by the Ferroxcube Corporation of 
America, Saugerties, New York, an 
affiliate of Sprague Electric. "Toroid” 
is a technical term which means simply 
that the core is doughnut-shaped.) Two 
or more windings of wire are placed on 
each core by hand or by machine. This, 
in essence, is the composition of a 
Pulse Transformer. The cores and 
number of wires are chosen to meet the 
requirements of the performance. 

Each wire must be wound with care 
and precision. Units are packaged in 
hermetically-sealed cases or capsulated 
in plastic resins to meet customer re¬ 
quirements. 

These Pulse Transformers are used 
mainly in computers which operate by 
means of electric pulses. They serve to 
make pulses larger or smaller or to 
change pulse voltage and current levels. 
They are used in conjunction with 
vacuum tubes, transistors and other 
computer devices and sometimes com¬ 
pletely replace these elements. They 
are, for example, used by our Company 
in the complex payroll computers 
which make up our paychecks each 
week and they also are used in digital 
computers. (Digital is the descriptive 
term for computing machines which 
can count by means of pulses.) 

The development of these trans¬ 
formers was started two years ago and 
is still continuing in order to maintain 


Sprague leadership. They are a "must” 
product in the computer field, which is 
a rapidly growing segment of our in¬ 
dustry. Experts predict that over a 
length of time the industrial electronics 
field, of which computers are a prin¬ 
cipal part, has the greatest promise for 
future growth. Pulse Transformers 
always find increasing demand both 
for commercial and military applica¬ 
tions. 

SWITCHING TRANSFORMERS — 

have memory! They operate on a “yes” 
or "no" computation basis. In looks, 
they are very similar to Pulse Trans¬ 
formers. However, in these units a 
different magnetic core is used al¬ 
though the unit is still in the shape of a 
toroid. As in the Pulse Transformer, the 
number of windings depends on the 
performance requirements. 

It can change pulse voltage and 
current levels as in the Pulse Trans¬ 
former. Its very unusual function is 
this: it has the ability to remember the 
latest bit of information it receives, for 
days if necessary. These facts are fed 
in the form of pulses, large and small. 



Rectangular Pulse Transformer 

Large pulses represent the saying of 
“yes”, small pulses represent the say¬ 
ing of “no”. In addition to storing 
information, it can also change pulse 
amplitudes (amplitude in this connec¬ 
tion, means how high.) 

Switching Transformers require ex¬ 
acting manufacturing skill and crafts¬ 
manship. These devices were a year 
in the making. 

Like Pulse Transformers, they are 
used both commercially and by the 
military. 

SHIFT REGISTERS — are the 
"Big Brothers” of the preceding two. 
They are, in actuality, Switching 


LOG Reporters 
Contest For 1955 
Is Announced 

Calling all LOG Reporters! The 
annual Reporters’ contest for 1955 has 
begun. Rules and regulations have 
not changed. 

All volunteer reporters on the staff 
of the LOG are eligible to compete. 
Contributions for prize judging must 
consist of feature or newstype 

stories, or other features of general 
interest, other than their regular de 
partment news column. 

Stories and ideas eligible for the 
prizes will be accepted up to the LOG 
issue immediately preceding the annual 
dinner. The judging of the winners 
will be conducted by the Employe and 
Community Relations Department 
So put on your thinking caps! A 
prize may be yours! As last year, the 
awards will consist of $25 and $15 in 
cash! 

Brotherhood Week 

Brotherhood Week will be observed 
February 20-27, 1955. Its goals are 
three: 

Rededication to the ideals of respect 
for people and human rights. 
Demonstration of practical ways in 
which Americans can promote these 
ideals. 

Enlistment of more people in year- 
round activities to promote brother¬ 
hood. 

Brotherhood Week is sponsored by 
The National Conference of Christians 
and Jews. This organization was found¬ 
ed in 1928 by Charles Evans Hughes, 
Newton D. Baker, S. Parkes Cadman, 
Roger W. Straus and Carlton J. H. 
Hayes. Last year more than 10,000 
U.S. communities observed Brother¬ 
hood Week. Let’s carry out its goals 
again ihis year. 

Transformers plus associated Sprague 
manufactured components such as 
resistors, condensers and inductors or 
chokes. The switching cores are arrang 
ed in a circuit with various combina¬ 
tions of components and are packaged 
in individual units. They do the job of 
the Pulse Transformer, the Switching 
Transformer and more. A Shift Regis¬ 
ter has memory and a very special 
ability to rearrange and sort informa¬ 
tion in the form of pulses. It can store 
complete words or groups of informa¬ 
tion for long periods of time and then, 
on a command given by a single pulse, 
can send pieces of this information out 
to other parts of the computer. These 
machines are phenomenal. They are 
comparatively new and are just now 
going on the market. Recognition 
should be given to the entire develop¬ 
ment group who aided in the creation 
of this new product which will find a 
wide range of applications in the mil¬ 
itary and commercial fields. 

PulseTransformers, Switching T rans- 
formers, Shift Registers! Each is the 
result of extensive continued develop¬ 
ment. How important they are!—to 
You and Your Company. The demand 
for these products is great, the future 
very promising. It is through the 
creation of new products such as these 
that Sprague Electric keeps ahead of 
its competition and maintains for all 
of us the promise of job opportunity 
through diversified operation. 



Shift Register 



A. H. Postle 
Appointed 
Sales Engineer 

The appointment of Albert H. Postle 
as Sales Engineer has been recently 
announced. 

In his new job, Mr. Postle will report 
to Neal W. Welch, Vice-President in 
charge of Sales. In this work he will 
be promoting the sale of ceramic 
capacitors and printed circuits to the 
radio and television industry. Much of 
his time will be spent in travelling, con¬ 
tacting field offices and representatives. 
He will also continue to maintain liaison 
between the Philco Corporation and 
Sprague Electric in the matter of Sales 
and Production Engineering. 

Active in electronics industry affairs, 
Mr. Postle is Chairman of the Radio- 
Electronics Television Manufacturer’s 
Association committee 36 C, which 
deals with paper tubular capacitors. 
Until recently he served as Chairman 
of RETMA’s sub committee for special 
quality mica capacitors. He has also 
served as Secretary for the American 
Society of Testing Materials sub-corn 
mittee on ceramic materials, and is a 
member of numerous other National 
committees. 

Having graduated from Temple 
University in 1940 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. Mr. Postle has worked 
with the Sperry Gyroscope Company, 
Inc., Garden City, New York as a com¬ 
ponents engineer. Later, he took a 
position with the Philco Corporation 
in Philadelphia where he came in 
constant contact with Sprague pro¬ 
ducts. He came to Sprague Electric 
in September of 1947 and until his 
recent appointment as a Sales Engi¬ 
neer has been Assistant Manager of the 
Production Engineering Division 


The Printer 

Without him . tyrants and hum¬ 
bugs in all countries would have their 
own way. He is a friend of intelligence 
and thought a friend of liberty. . of 
freedom . of law indeed the friend 
of every man who is a friend of order. 

Of all inventions, of all discoveries in 
science and art... of all the great results 
in the wonderful progress of mechanical 
energy and skill. . . the printer is the 
only product of civilization necessary 
to the existence of free men. 

CHARLES DICKENS 


Washington, a big man physically 
as in all other ways, was athletic and 
liked feats of derring-do, so it is not 
denied that he heaved a silver dollar 
across the Potomac. But several 
people, including a professional base¬ 
ball pitcher or two, have done likewise 
in modern times. 
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Brown Street Gatehouse 

by Charles Felix 

Albert Rabidoux, watchman at the 
back gate has been on the sick list now 
for about two months. On a recent 
visit to see Al, his co-workers Neil Van 
Steemburg and Leo Tatro presented 
him with a Sunshine Gift from his many 
friends who have missed him. We 
hope you'll have a speedy recovery 
Neil Van Steemburg. always on the 
alert for fires, discovered his neighbor's 
house on fire recently and called the 
fire department at once. Though the 
damage mounted to over $5,000 it 
would have been much more, had it not 
been for Neil Tommy Todd is filling 
in on the back gate while Al is out. 


Sandia Room 

by Isabelle Fuller 

Co-workers of the Sandia Room and 
Cooler Room had a get-together 
"Valentines Day" at lunch time. The 
table looked lovely with its candles 
and centerpiece. A Valentine cake, 
salads and hot dishes were made by 
co-workers. Favors and a Valentine 
"crab" bag was enjoyed by all... 
Gladys Kirkpatrick caused a terrible 
rumpus recently when she parked her 
car in front of the Gas Company on 
Brown Street. Poor Gladys could not 
see the yellow line because snow was 
piled in front and before she knew it 
the city surveyors were down measur¬ 
ing the number of feet she was parked 
away from the gate of the Gas Com¬ 
pany. Wanted: One Noah's Ark in 
good condition. Capable of withstand¬ 
ing a deluge. Contact Henry in the 
Sandia Room Have you heard about 
Violet McClelland's famous taxi ride? 
She started out from ??? and wanted to 
ride to work at Brown Street. She 
informed the driver she was late so he 
must hurry. He understood Violet to 
say Bryant Street so he said that he 
would take her the shortest way. You 
can picture her when she found that 
she was almost in Clarksburg... 
Get well wishes are extended to Gus 
Trahan and Evelyn Jones who are at 
home ill. . Mary Koczela is enjoying 
having her son Joe home. He has 
just come back from Korea. Mary 
also has another son at home who 
spent much time in the service. Hope 
you found Joe looking well, Mary! . 
We welcome Charlie Cyr and John 
Georgini to our Department. 


Pulse Transformers 

by Alice Green and Lena Kerr 

We'd like to welcome all new em¬ 
ployes who have joined our department 
on both the day and night shifts. 
Madeline Fclino has been transferred 
to the Beaver Street plant. We 
certainly miss her Alice Moncecchi 
is so happy now that she is a citizen of 
the United States. We know how you 
feel, Alice. . .Vi Gamari is well known 
for her good sense of humor and wit, 
but that’s not all about Vi! Can she 
bake. Vi surprised us recently and 
brought in not one but two cakes. 
And were they delicious! . . In order to 
get a ride downtowm, five of the girls 
had to push Beatrice Santelli’s car out 
of a snow bank. Better luck next time 
girls. Hope you don't have to work so 
hard for a ride again . . 


Sympathy is extended to Verna 
Goodwin on the recent death in her 
family. 


Industrial Oils Final 
Assembly 

by Charles Felix 

Congratulations to Dorothy Shea on 
receiving the Red Cross award for 
donating one gallon of blood. She 
gave her ninth pint at the recent visit 
of the bloodmobile Jack King is 
spending his spare time this winter at 
the Fisk Street skating rink in Adams 
teaching his six year old son Ronald the 
art of skating. Jack is rated as one of 
Adams better skaters Cecilia Maxy- 
millian, who fell on her way to work 
early in January and injured her knee 
is back at work and feeling fine again 
Florence LaFreniere has received word 
that her son PFC Roger LaFreniere has 
arrived safely at his station at Ulm, 
Germany Bobby Joe Oglesby starts 
on his vacation February 21. He plans 
on going to New Orleans to see his 
family John Carey and Harry Logan 
were among the many spectators at the 
recent Carter-DeMarcho fight at the 
Boston Garden. 


We extend our deepest sympathy to 
Eileen Shipcot in the recent loss of her 
father. 


Molded Tubular Finish 

by Art Van Steemburg 

Clara Beauchamp spent a recent 
weekend in Savoy without the modern 
conveniences of home. Was she glad 
to get back to North Adams? . Ralph 
Blood, our check inspector, has been 
very busy taking care of his chinchilla 
farm and running the ski tow at Dutch 
Hill Transferred to other depart 
ments this week were Mary Patrie. 
Alice Burdick. John Murchie. Agnes 
Brooks, Jane Martin. Josephine Rosen 
burg and Joe Falbo. 



Prize possession of Jennie Batt- 
ory, Molded Tubular Department, 
Brown Street, is this three year old 
black angora cat named, Smoky. 



I’m a big boy, says Mark Miller, 
1’, year old son of Ray Miller. Ray 
works in the Paper Impregnation 
Department at Beaver Street. 
Mark’s aunt is Mary Wilson of the 
Mica Department at Brown Street. 


Molded Tubulars 

by Jeannette Cady 

Frances Siciliano is enjoying her new 
TV set. But it seems that meal time 
in the Siciliano household is not as 
quiet as it used to be Jeannette Cady 
has moved into her new apartment and 
really likes it. But Jeannette says. 
“Never again!" Rachel Garner is 
thinking of investing in the Telephone 
Co. We've decided she is the one that 
spends the most money calling home 
Sarah Brown has a new job. Everyone 
just waited to ask her how cold it was 
these past days up in her neck of the 
woods. After that, we'd all feel 
warmer We were sorry to see some 
of the girls leave us. but wish them luck 
and hope they'll be back soon 
Evelyn Scrivens is looking forward to 
spring so she can save the batteries on 
her flashlight Congratulations to 
Hilda Nakutis on the birth of her baby 
girl. We re happy to hear you are 
feeling fine. 

KVA Dept. 

by Ace Sarnia 

In a recent contest held in the KVA 
stockrooms to choose the best Mr. 
America. Phil Sprague won and was 
crowned “Mr. America of the Stock- 
room.'' Ralph Burdick and Harold 
“Cigar" Brown were tied for second 
honors . Del Brisbois is quite a man 
for his 61 years. He moves around 
better and faster than the young ones 
here . Everyone in KVA wishes Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Brown all the luck in 
the world on their 23rd anniversary 
Harold went fishing at Champlain re¬ 
cently and caught seven big pike and 
pickerel. The next fishing trip that 
comes along. Harold has promised to 
take Del Brisbois. Don't lose him up 
• here Cigar, for he's i* good man to 
have around here Ralph Burdick 
and Phil Sprague went to Boston re¬ 
cently to take in the Ice Capades. 
Both had a wonderful time. 



Network Dept. 

by Mae O’Neil and Marie LeMoine 

Farewell and good luck to Marg 
Green who has left us. We sure miss 
your winning smile and wonderful 
personality, and hope you'll be back 
with us in the near future Good luck 
also to Mary O’Neil who has moved 
into her new home At this time we’d 
like to welcome the new office people 
who have recently joined us. Hope 
you enjoy working with us We’re 
happy to hear that your son is on the 
road to recovery. Marie, and hope that 
you'll have clear sailing from now on. 


Industrial Oils 

by Ann Heath 

Elizabeth Maynard has retired after 
working fourteen years for the Com¬ 
pany. She started work in 1941 in the 
Rolling Department at the Beaver 
Street plant. In 1943 she came to the 
Brown Street plant in Vitamin Q De¬ 
partment where she worked until after 
the war. She was then transferred to 
the Industrial Oils where she has been 
since that time. Although Elizabeth 
was very quiet, she made many friends 
at Sprague Electric and she will be 
greatly missed by the Department. 
Her fellow workers presented her a 
lovely gift before leaving. It is good 
to see Walt Braman back at work after 
having served three years with the 
U. S. Army The welcome mat goes 
out to Laura Lamoureux. Fran Rocray, 
Ann Moroni and Martha Davis. We 
hope you will like it in our department. 
Bill and Helen Sheldon attended the 
60th wedding anniversary party of 
Bill’s aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith. Mr. and Mrs. Miles Heath 
also attended the affair. 



Michael, age 1and Larry age 4, are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Bragdon. They are the grandsons of Mrs. Ida Fortin of the Molded Tubu¬ 
lar Department at Brown Street. 



Airman First Class Mike Fitz¬ 
patrick is now stationed at Green¬ 
ville Air Force Base in Mississippi. 
He is the brother of Loyola Fitz¬ 
patrick who works in the Sales 
Office at Marshall Street. 



Posing here is David Louis 
Rowett. His Dad is Reginald Rowett 
of the Prokar Polyester Department 
and his Mother is Dolly Rowett who 
works in Round Midget Assembly 
at Marshall Street. 


Wire Coating 

by Betty Jangrow 

Helen Burdick is back with us after 
spending some time down at the Mar 
shall Street plant It seems natural 
to see you around. Helen Sue Galli 
peau of the second shift has also re¬ 
turned to her old job We are happy 
to learn that Earl Duppee's young son 
is steadily gaining after his serious ill 
ness. We hope that he’ll be well 
enough to return to school soon lm 
personations seem to be the fad on 
I V and radio, but you haven’t seen 
anything until you've seen Ray Dick 
inson impersonating a conductor of a 
symphony orchestra or did you say 
sympathy orchestra. "Ceramic"? 


General Salvage 

by Herbert Hafner 

George St. Cyr has returned from his 
annual vacation. Actually, he spent 
four days of it in bed with a cold 
Antonio Canino is at the hospital for 
observation. Hope he returns soon 
Our foreman. Charles Wilson, attended 
his sister-in-law s funeral in Syracuse 
New York. 


Paper Rolling (Day Shift) 

by Mary Messier 

We were all happy to have two of our 
co workers escape the abnormally cold 
weather recently. Gladys Moderski and 
Mabel Theriault are on a vacation in 
Florida. I hey couldn’t have chosen a 
better time to be there. Before they 
left, we gave them each a "BonVoyage” 
cake with our best wishes that they 
would have a grand time. Florence 
Fulginiti did her good deed recently. 
She was one of the“MarchingMothers” 
for the polio drive. Congratulations to 
all the mothers, they did a splendid 
job . Best wishes for a speedy re¬ 
covery go to Mr. Joseph Jammallo. 



Metal Clad 

by Veronica Sobin 

A hearty welcome is extended to all 
the new people in our department. 
One of the new boys. Frenchy Contois, 
speaks with a very definite French 
accent. He was born in Canada and 
was recently discharged from the U.S. 
Army after serving here and in Ger¬ 
many Bert Sherman and Bob Chal¬ 
mers left our department. Bert is to 
work in salvage, and Bob, a former 
supervisor on soldering, is now an ex- 
pediator. They are missed by their to- 
workers but our wishes for luck go 
with them. . Marion Duprea is back 
at work after an appendectomy. . . 
Martha Zeppieri is still confined to her 
home after an operation . . . Don’t for¬ 
get to keep on writing to Beverly 
Daignault, who is recovering in Pitts¬ 
field General Hospital from an attack 
of polio. . Mary Saunders, welding, is 
enjoying the Florida sunshine for a few 
weeks. We’re happy you could get 
away, Mary. 


Sympathy is extended to Dorothy 
Sprague on the death of her mother. 




The Management group of 
Sprague Electric Company 
and their invited guests 
spent a very enjoyable ev¬ 
ening at the annual Manage¬ 
ment Dinner-Dance which 
was held on January 22 at 
theCou ntry Clu b of Pittsfield. 


Ladies received camellia cor¬ 
sages, and all decorations 
were in pink. Dancing fol¬ 
lowed the dinner and social 
hour. Music was provided 
by Marchard’s Orchestra of 
Boston. 


Arrangements forthe gala 
affair were carried out by 
the Employe and Commun¬ 
ity Relations Department. 
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Paper Impregnation and 
Small Order Metal Clad 

by Agnes Fitzgerald and Jane 
Paradise 

Nellie Hewitt is on a leave of al> 
sence. She was given a party and re¬ 
ceived many lovely gilts We all wish 
Irene a speedy recovery and hope that 
she will soon be able to leave the North 
Adams Hospital Francis Bennett is 
still keeping the Christmas spirit for he 
has just given his young nephew a dog. 
Keep it up Red We are pleased to 
see Vivian Belanger and Kathy Stinn 
ette back with us again, after having 
recuperated from the virus The de- 
partment was very pleased with the 
nice surprise that Joe Downey gave us 

a lovely cake made by Mrs Downey 
Jane Paradise has a new way of 
coming downhill on a cold, icy day. 
She just tumbles all the way down 
Mary Fitzgerald and her roommate, 
students at the College of Our Lady of 
the Elms, spent the weekend of Jan 
uary 21 at the St. Anslems College 
which was holding its Junior Prom 
weekend. Mary's roommate is Jane 
Lilly. who is the niece of Kay Connors 
who works in the Sales Olfice at Mar¬ 
shall Street Francis Bennett re¬ 
cently spent a weekend in Amsterdam. 
New York Your reporter, Agnes 
Fitzgerald recently attended open 
house at the new Monastery located at 
St. Anslems College Our super¬ 
visor has been attending all the basket¬ 
ball games lately wonder why? Could 
it be that his daughter is a junior 
cheer leader with big hopes for the 
future We welcome George Klucky 
to our department We hope that you 
will enjoy working with us Con 
gratulations are in order for Myrtle 
Gagne who gave birth to a son on 
January 3 I 

Block Annex 

by Esther Driscoll 

Welcome back to Dot Marlow, 
Lillian Crandall, 1 lelen Ahprandi and 
Barbara Dami. We hope you’re here to 

si ay. 

Deepest sympathy is extended to 
Millie Dean on the sudden death of her 
husband. Thomas. 


Paper Rolling (Day Shift) 
by Frances Miles and Joan Horn 
We wish to congratulate Dot Trim 
archi on the arrival of her daughter 
Claire Jean; Eva Mangano on the 
arrival of her son. Dennis Frank, and 
Pat Harding on the arrival of her 
Robert, Jr. Roseann Shaker started a 
new fad in our room by wearing gray 
knee socks. Pertty sharp, Roseann 
Betty Alderman’s son recently joined 
the army. We’re sure that he’ll make 
a good soldier, Betty When the girls 
went out to dinner recently, they 
brought Emma Pudlo back some lunch 
consisting of raw pizza, a string of 
spaghetti, a piece of bread and one 
pickle. We were wondering, Emma, 
how was it? Flo Gaffey finally had 
her car washed. It was necessary to 
use Ajax to clean it! It looks like a new 
car, Flo If anyone needs anything 
out of the ordinary, go see Mary 
Valazza. She has an attic full of arti 
cles, some worth $10 We re glad to 
see Myrtle Crofts back at work after 
taking a bad fall. Llope you’re feeling 
better Mary Troia had the girls at 
her home to see her movies taken in 
Europe. They were very interesting 
and different from anything most of us 
had seen. From all that walking. Mary, 
we wonder, did you ever sit down? 
Mary Valazza and Clara Senecal are 
going to night school learning how to 
sew. From all reports they’re doing fine 
Mary has already finished making a 
duster and jacket for her daughter and 
Clara is making a new spring coat for 
herself We’d like to welcome back 
all our old co-workers and all the new 
girls I lank Lepicier loves that 
“stringy stuff’ so much she’s even 
going to have it at her wedding. 



Picture No. 1! Shown above is a 
picture of someone who works in 
Round Midget Assembly. The pic¬ 
ture was taken when said person 
was four. Can you guess who it is? 
(If you give up, ask Reporter 
Frances Kordana) 



Shown here are Linda and Bruce 
Jordan, grandchildren of Charles 
Jordan of the Formation Depart¬ 
ment and Mrs. Florence Carsno of 
the F.P. Cover Assembly Depart¬ 
ment. 

Bathtub Assembly 

by Jessie Meczywor 

Marie Rose LaFlamme is convales 
cing in the North Adams Hospital. 
Hurry and get well, Marie Shirley 
Maxwell has left us to await the arrival 
of the stork. Best of luck and happiness 
to you, Shirley Ballet dancing has 
been taken up recently by Jessie 
Meczywor, Eleanor Durocher and 
Lucy Sanecki. Their teacher, Eddie 
Diodati, believes they are heading for 
stardom. Watch for these girls on 
amateur hour! Laura Skowron re¬ 
cently observed her birthday. We sur¬ 
prised her with a beautiful gift and a 
cake. Delicious Polish gotabbi were 
served by Jessie Meczywor Mildred 
Bathaway went to Miami. Florida for 
a month Some of our co-workers 
have been transferred. They are Val¬ 
erie Piantoni, Mrs. Alvena Gifford. 
Betty Sarnia and Florence Martell. 
Hurry back to us We have two mem 
bers who joined our noontime knitting 
and crocheting club; Josephine Sikorski 
and Lucy Sanecki. On completion of the 
course, they were presented diplomas 
from their instructors. We re mighty 
proud of you, girls. Keep up the good 
work Vivian Dale is travelling in 
style these days. She just purchased a 
new Nash Connie Urbano: here is a 
little advice to you. If you turn the key 
in the ignition, the car will start by 
itself without having to be pushed! 

Special Products Dept. 

by Nina Underwood 

It’s good to have Bertha Moreau 
back with us again We welcome 
Thelma Bissaillon, Valerie Piantoni, 
Evelyn Trueheart, Josephine Lamarre, 
Alice Bonneville, Alvena Gifford, Ang- 
eline Downs, Dorothy Saulnier, Norma 
LaBree, and William Lauth to our de 
partment The big question of the 
month is who’s the girl from Bear 
Swamp? 

Sympathy is extended to Gladys 
Sorel, whose father recently passed 
away. 



Picture No. 2! Shown in this pic¬ 
ture is someone who works in 
Round Midget Assembly. This was 
taken when said person was five. 
Can you guess who this person is? 
(Ask Reporter Frances Kordana if 
you can’t figure it out.) 



Two sets of twins! And all in one 
family! They are Ronald, Patricia, 
Joan and Jane Shartrand, children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Shart¬ 
rand. Mrs. Shartrand is employed 
in the Special Products Depart¬ 
ment at the Beaver Street plant. 



Advertising Ad Libs 

by Virginia Haas 

The welcome mat is out to greet 
Janice Fowler, who is back from Cali¬ 
fornia Our other “well-travelled’ 
person in the department is none other 
than Milt Cohen. Tell us all about your 
trip to New York, Milt, and the plane 
ride back The virus has been sneak¬ 
ing up on just about everyone these 
days. Latest victim is Mr. Brent, who 
has rejoined us after a short illness 
“As Monday goes, so goes the week.’’ 
What if you start off Monday morning 
by having a flat tire. Mr. Chertok?. . 
The welcome mat is also out to greet 
Nancy Roy, who will be with us temp¬ 
orarily helping us during a period of 
intensive work on our mailing list 
system. Hope you enjoy working with 
us, Nancy. 

Ceramics 

by Millie Martin 

Congratulations to the Paul Dan- 
forths on the birth of their son 
Happy birthday to Mr. Wilson. Every¬ 
one enjoyed the birthday cake that was 
given to him. . Ceramic lab had a 
going away party for Herb Farnell at 
the Pine Brook Club in Cheshire 
What is Gerry doing to herself? She’s 
beginning to have a figure like Marilyn 
Monroe. Let us in on your secret, 
Gerry Anyone who is out on the 
street when Nina is driving, be very 
careful. She goes right up on the side 
walk after you! Harold Burdick en¬ 
joyed his vacation during the cold 
spell It’s good to see you back on 
the job, Nettie. We hope you’ve re¬ 
covered from your illness. Happy 
birthday to Clara Bourdon. 

Sympathy is extended to Larry Dean 
on the death of his father. 



Howdy Pardner! Comes from 
none other than Marceline Poroit. 
Marcy works in. Round Midget 
Assembly on Marshall Street. 



A little doll, is Robin Cote, 
daughter of Ethel Cote, formerly of 
the Small Order Department. Rob¬ 
in is the granddaughter of George 
Theberge who works in Building 
One, Marshall Street. 

Filters 

Marjorie Richer and Elizabeth 
Fleury 

A house warming party was held for 
Maizie Foley, who recently moved into 
her new home Welcome to our new 
clerk. Doris Daniels, who replaced 
Anna Mae Jammallo. Hurry back, Ann. 
we miss you With so many music 
enthusiasts in our department, we ll 
soon be able to chit-chat over our 
favorite records and recording artists. 
O.K.. Mable and Don? Your re¬ 
porters would appreciate any help 
from co-workers in writing up your 
departmental news. 

Field Engineering 

by Carole Clarke 

Winter is really here and from the 
third floor of Building No. I come the 
sounds of same. The day, as usual, be¬ 
gins with the 8 o’clock buzzer. Next, 
the shuffle of boots across the floor and 
the clanging of hangers against the 
coat rack. The ten winter white sec 
retaries in Field Engineering have 
arrived with a hearty cough, a musical 
sneeze and a small “good morning’’. 
Good health seems to be in mothballs 
this season. There is still a touch of 
spring and warm weather here and 
there in the office, however. The 
African violets on the desks of Henia 
and Joan Murray seem to have 
braved the elements and yours truly is 
still peeking through the branches of 
the “bush” in front of her. Magazines 
full of fashions for spring are tucked 
away waiting for rest period, and last, 
but not least, Clare Pedercini has the 
dreamy outlook which only the coming 
of spring can be responsible for. Too 
bad. Clare, for Sarah Vaughn says, 
“Spring Will Be A Little Late This 
Year ”. Enough about weather We 
in Field Engineering welcome Shirley 
Jane Crase to the ranks of the Sprag- 
uites. Shirley is our new secretary in the 
Washington Office. We hope you’ll 
enjoy your job. 


General Accounting 

Joan Bryce and Mary Mathews 

Taconic Tea House recently was the 
scene of a party honoring Sybil Dick 
who is to be married February 12th to 
Joseph LaFountam. Dancing and sing 
mg were enjoyed by everyone Fare 
wells are in order for Lillian Adams. 
Mary Kelly and Gloria Biondo who 
have transferred to other offices. We 
miss you! Lillian Schwab is just 
about settled in her new home and we 
hear it is very nice Lillian Adams 
and Mary Mathews have purchased 
new ice crushers. The Supper Club is 
looking forward to some nice cold 
liquid refreshments at future parties 
cokes, that is. 


Payroll, Tabulating and 
Factory Accountings 

by Irene Dubreuil 
I don't believe anyone could have been 
more surprised than George Raymond 
when he' came into the office the other 
day to discover that his little angels 
had written on the back of his topcoat 
with very red lipstick Needless to say, 
those little angels were also surprised 
when Daddy arrived home that night! 

Some of the girls from Payroll. 
Tabulating and Factory Accounting 
attended a farewell party at the 
Williams Inn honoring Nola Carli who 
left us to await a blessed event. Cecile 
Roy presented Nola with a baby scale 
and a purse of money. We have enjoyed 
working with you, Nola. and wish you 
happiness Helen Ciepiela recently 
caught the cold bug. Glad to have you 
back at work, Helen, and hope you're 
feeling better Jo Lamberti recently 
celebrated her 21st birthday and re 
ceived some beautiful gifts of bone 
china. May you have many more. Jo. 

Congratulations to Agnes and Jim 
McDonough who celebrated their 26th 
wedding anniversary, and to Jane Me- 
1 herson of 1 abulating who celebrated 
her birthday on January 31 Anne 
Loohey is with us'again. Take it easy. 
Anne, and don t go breaking any more 
bones! A hearty welcome is extended 
to Mary Kiely who has joined the staff 
of Factory Accounting and to Gabriella 
Mancini who has joined the Payroll 
staff We're happy to see that Ruth 
Brewer is back at her desk after a leave 
of absence. Now rest periods are back 
to normal, Ruth . Best wishes are ex¬ 
tended to Shirley Girard of Payroll, 
whose engagement to Casimer Kordana 
was announced recently. Wedding bells 
will ring this fall Cecile and Harvey 
Roy are the proud owners of a new 
88 Oldsmobile... A farewell party 
was held on February 2 at the Crane 
Inn in Dalton for Clarence "Bud” 
Mathieu and Gladys Tarnuzzer. Bud is 
leaving to accept a position with the 
Knapp Oil Company of Pittsfield in 
the Credit and Accounting Depart¬ 
ment. Gladys will be employed at the 
North Adams Hospital after a trip to 
Mexico. Bud received a wallet and 
purse and Gladys, luggage. The best of 
luck to you both A hearty wel¬ 
come to William LePage who has 
started in the Tabulating department 
on a full-time basis. 


Sympathy is extended to Jane Mc¬ 
Pherson on the recent death of her 
father. 


Purchasing 

by Lea Walden 

Fifteen members of this department 
attended a baby shower given in honor 
of Dot Russett. The party was held 
at the Williams Inn. The tables were 
decorated in a valentine motif. Shirley 
Rarick made the presentation of the 
gift from the department. Following 
the dinner, games were played and 
prizes were won by Marion Langer and 
Alice Foist. Alice is a former member 
of Purchasing. A wonderful time was 
had by all. 
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Engineering Production 

Lena Hurlbut and William Martin 

Russell Marchio, who left February 
15 for the Armed Forces, was guest of 
honor at an office party held at the 
Heartwellville Lodge on Gebruary 3. 
He was presented with a purse of 
money. . . Corinne Gallup spent a weeks 
vacation moving into her new home in 
Greylock . Betty Cronin was maid of 
honor for her sister, Alice, who was 
married February 5. . . Alice Sarnia 
was matron of honor for her sister, 
Margaret, who was married February 
6 in Lawrence. Lena Hurlbut has 
returned from a leave of absence after 
being with her husband who was dis¬ 
charged from the service. We all ex¬ 
tend our get well wishes to Ben Banulis 
and Harold Farnum who are out on 
sick leaves. 

Sympathy is extended to Bette 
Volpi and David Puppolo on the death 
of their father and brother, respect¬ 
ively. 


Executive Offices 

by Susan Cancro 
We're happy to have Arlene Jeffers 
back at work feeling much better 
The skaters on Floor 2 are certainly 
enjoying the clear, cold weather 
Your reporter missed a good time at 
Sally Hillard's birthday party on 
January 14, from all reports. Chocolate 
eake, candles, the real works! 



Mutual Admiration! Bernard Mim- 
no and his boxer Susie VII are pic¬ 
tured here. Bernard is the son of 
Doris Mimno who is employed in 
the office at Beaver Street. 


Transistor Lab and Pilot 
Plant 

by Christine Andrews 
The Clark Andersen and Anne 
Comfort nuptials were held Saturday. 
January 29, at 3 p m., in the First 
Congregational Church in Williams- 
town. Dr. Ray Jackson was best man 
and the bride’s sister. Mrs. Ray Jack 
son was matron of honor. Charles 
Sloneham was usher. A reception was 
held at the home of the Jacksons. Many 
of our lab members attended the affair. 
Prior to the wedding. Clark was given 
a stag dinner at Heartwellville Lodge 
and received a complete set of Revere 
Ware from his co-workers. The couple 
honeymooned at the northern ski 
resorts We welcome our new mem¬ 
ber of the Pilot Plant Stella Blasi. 
Hope you enjoy working with us. We 
miss Mickey Stefanski's shining count 
enance since he is now located in the 
Transistor Lab The old virus grippe 
has visited this place and left us with 
aching bones, husky voices and very 
tender red noses! But we are aware that 
the warmer days of spring will soon be 
approaching and sure will welcome 
them. . Recently on a Monday morn 
ing we all anxiously awaited Roger Oil¬ 
man's report from Dutch I lill. We were 
in awe of him when he told of his ex¬ 
periences in teaching Celeste Holme 
how to ski. . .We are a very studious 
group here. Alma Marcus. Leo Fede- 
towski, Tom Leary and Charles 
Stoneham are attending the Statistics 
Course at Williams College; John 



Shown here are Gladys Tarnuzzer and Clarence “Bud” Mathieu, 
who were recently honored at a farewell party which was held at the 
Crane Inn in Dalton. Gladys is pictured at the extreme left in the 
first picture and Bud is shown seated at the right in the second picture. 


Zeppieri, Eld Zabawa and Howard 
Marsh are in the second semester of an 
Engineering Course being given in 
Pittsfield; Stella Blasi and Inge Kol 
terer are in Drury's evening school; 
Jo Noetzel is enrolled in the new be¬ 
ginners course in typewriting; and 
Chris Andrews is doing graduate work 
at N.A. State Teachers College 
John Zeppieri is helping out in Walt 
Schroeder's lab while Harold St. 
Dennis is on jury duty . Virginia 
Wilson has plans for a trip to Germany 
to join her soldier husband. Good luck 
to you, Virginia Peggy Rondot is 
leaving us this month to become Dr. 
Frank's dental assistant in Williams- 
town. We ll miss Peg’s cheerful and 
fun-loving nature very much. 


Employe and Community 
Relations 

by Mary Pat Riley 
Welcome to Jackie Lemoine who re¬ 
cently joined us. Jackie will be working 
part time until she graduates from 
Drury I ligh School in June Con 
gratulations are extended to Mr. and 
Mrs. Frederick Whitham who became 
the parents of a daughter. Lauren, on 
February 3 Monica Nowak is en¬ 
joying her vacation in sunny Florida 
Marlene Demo. Nancy Gould and Jane 
Morrill have been very happy this past 
week because their boyfriends were 
home from college We have a num 
her of skiing enthusiasts in our depart¬ 
ment. Among them are: Toby Tobin 
who can be found skiing Dutch Hill 
every weekend; Courtney Flanders, 
and daughter Valerie, who recently 
went to Pico Peak; Robert C. Sprague. 
Jr., also enjoys the sport when time 
permits; and Pat Deame has recently 
joined the Thunderbolt Ski Club in 
Adams. Your reporter has just taken 
up the sport and finds it loads of fun- 
except when you take a spill! 


Round Midget Assembly 

by Frances Kordana 
Once upon a lunch hour, not too long 
ago, a combination of Flat Midgeters 
and Round Midgeters marched across 
the street to Moresi's to replenish their 
empty stomachs with pizza's and spa¬ 
ghetti. Sorry I was unable to attend the 
good time and I mean a good time. 
You can be sure of my presence the 
next time. Thanks to you. Thelma, in 
pinch-hitting for me in the Treasury 
Department Welcome greetings are 
extended to Ida Scaia and Bert 
Jones who are new in our room and 
we are glad to have them. Welcome 
back greetings go out to Emma Dube. 
Eleanor Abusi. Emma Wutholen. Marg¬ 
aret Bradley, Anna Stawarz, who once 
again joined our happy merry-go- 
round. It is good to see you back 
girls, it is like old times once again. 
Well, girls, what do you think of the 



This little miss is Vicki Spincer 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. She is four 
years old and the niece of Dorothy 
Brooks who works in F.P. Ovens 
Department at Marshall Street. 



Seven months old Melodye Ann 
Trottier is the daughter of Lt. and 
Mrs. Alden Trottier, Officers Head¬ 
quarters, 5th Army, Chicago, Ill¬ 
inois. Mrs. Trottier is the former 
Faith Mancini who was employed 
in the Sprague Products office at 
the Marshall Street plant. Melodye 
has four aunts at Sprague Electric. 
They are: Gioia Mancini, Gabriella 
Mancini, Dolores Mancini and Mrs. 
Violet Torchia. 


recent visit paid Ramona Turgeon and 
baby Ted by Doris Gaudette and Peggy 
Daub? It is about time you delivered 
your baby gifts. For a while there we 
thought that you’d be buying little 
Ted his first tuxedo. Heard Mom and 
the baby are doing fine. Has he said 
"mama” and "daddy" yet?. . . "Grou- 
cho Marx has nothing on me”, says 
George Ross. Comedy rip-roaring jokes, 
double talk that sets you howling 
but that is not all: add a bit of under 
standing, a carefree attitude, and your 
grand total is just our George Rita 
DiSanti and Vi Bona are trying to 
succeed in the world of music. It won’t 
be long now before they will be giving 
Eddie Fisher some competition with 
"Let Me Go Lover”. If you hear music 
in Dept. 643 it is only Rita and Vi 
practising for their debut at "Times 
Square”. . Pep and spirit, plus pat¬ 
ience and sense of humor add up to a 
friend called Mary Marra. Hi Doll. . . 
To know Rose Mazza, Delphine Rag- 
aioli, Elsther Poplaski. Edna Maher, 
Stasia Menty, Ora Boyer, Barbara 
Burrington, Helen Roe, Irene Konopka, 
Pauline Dupuis, Jeannette Shambeau 
and Jane Gross—well, is to like them 


better. We very seldom get the oppor¬ 
tunity of conversing with them because 
they are at the opposite end of the 
room, but this is to let you know that 
we know you’re around .Courses in 
biology and diagnosing cases have 
been started by none other than the 
great Dr. Thelma Sherman. Anyone 
interested may register whenever they 
wish. There is your opportunity girls 
to find out what is wrong with you, 
and without charge. Doctor shall I 
say aaah now?. . At times quiet, at 
times a clown, but never known to 
wear a frown, fils our Agnes LaRoche, 
who sits at Soldering Table No. 2 and 
and is always busy like a beaver. . . 
For he’s a jolly good fellow, is what 
most people think of Tony Tovani. 
Always remembers a friendly smile and 
greeting to all. It is good to have you 
back again. Tony, and wish that Ida 
might be with us. too. Don’t fence 
me in. is what you’ll hear Florence 
Dean singing when she comes face to 
face with the pile of work in front of 
her Clara Catotti is out on an un¬ 
expected vacation. Sorry to hear of 
your misfortune but we are all glad 
to know that you are feeling better 
after your recent operation. Get well 
quick! 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to Reginald Rowett on the recent loss 
of his grandmother and to Mrs. Burton 
Davis, Jr. on the recent loss of her 
father. Mr. Albert Volpi. 


Flat Midget Assembly 

by Frances Kordana 
Because of an unfortunate accident 
that your reporter Carmela Mancuso 
had, I was asked to do a little pinch- 
hitting. I.do hope that I can do a satis¬ 
factory job in bringing your depart¬ 
mental news to you until Carmela's 
return With a little scouting around, 
I found that Bobby Barbuto had been 
showing off some pictures of that big 
son of his. Don’t blame you Bob be¬ 
cause we all agree with you that he's 
quite a boy A little birdie told me 
that a certain person had given an ex 
cellent description of the Lux Theater 
one day. The only trouble was that it 
was a slight mixture of two other pro¬ 
grams in it. the Ford Theater and the 
Lone Ranger. Wonder who could have 
made such a blunder, tsk, tsk Since 
he believes that there are quiet people 
in this world, Nick Fulginiti makes 
certain he is not one of them. His care¬ 
free, fun loving attitude enlightens 
many dull moments for everyone's 
benefit, so keep it up Nick Here is 
what you'd most likely hear from 
Carol Busby Your cough sounds 
much better this morning, Aileen; 
Aileen lt should. I have been practis 
ing it all night. Glad to see Lillian 
Trombley back again. Hope you'll 
stay a while this time. Lil. No fun in 
coming and going, is there? Sorry to 
hear of Theresa Elstes’ mothers mis¬ 
fortune but glad to hear that she is 
beginning to feel her natural self again, 
all except for that fractured arm. 
Loretta Millette usually has just one 
more place to set at the table on week 



Wide awake is Debbie Johnson, 
one year old daughter of Josie 
Johnson who works nights in the 
Metal Clad Assembly at Beaver 
Street. 


ends because that is when she had an 
extra guest. Who is that guest? Well, 
it is none other than her son, Francis, 
Jr., who attends Holy Cross college 
in Worcester. Loretta says that it is 
good to see that empty chair being oc¬ 
cupied once in awhile . A little message 
to you Carmela, from your co-workers. 
You see this cheery get-well wish? 
By the time you read it. we hope that 
you'll be well again Ida Brooks had 
the surprise of her life when a few of 
her co-workers popped in on her the 
night of her birthday and made it a 
very sociable get-together. Hope to 
see you back at work soon, Ida! 



Shown here is Nola Carli who was 
recently feted at a shower at the 
Williams Inn. 


Filter and Network 
Development Center 

by Julia Desrosiers 
We all miss Dorothy DePaoli who 
has taken a leave . Everyone wishes 
Dorothy McKeon a speedy recovery.. . 
Saundra Triggs is leaving for a trip to 
Tokyo. Japan, where she will join her 
husband who is stationed at an Air 
Force base there . We're happy to 
hear that Mary Cook’s parents are on 
the road to recovery. Good health to 
both of them . . We welcome Slivia 
Crase to our office staff. 



Pictured here are Cynthia and Lynn Marie Sartori, granddaughters 
of Charles Jordan of the Formation Department at Marshall Street. 
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Know Your 
Reporter... 
Frances Kordana 

This month wo present the biograph 
ical sketch of Frances Kordana, author 
of our ”WI lAT’S COOKING?” recipe 
corner and excellent LOG reporter for 
the Round Midget Assembly Depart 
ment, Marshall Street, where she has 
been working for the past three years 

In relating our tale, we find that 
bran leads a most interesting life, for 
she not only works eight hours a day 
but is also an ardent participant in 
many varied activities 

In the interest of young people, she 
is the Assistant Leader for Girl Scout 
Troups 6 and 7 in Adams and is affil¬ 
iated with the Girl Scout Leaders Club 
Through her scout work she became a 
member of the International Friend 
ship League and has thus corresponded 
with many people in different nations 
throughout the world. 

She devotes much of her spare time 
to the North Adams I lospital where she 
has been on the Nurse’s Aid Staff since 
1952. Too, concerning the welfare of 
others, she is affiliated with the Civil 
Defense Corps of Adams and North 
Adams, assisting in the medical depart 
ment. 

Many of her past summers have been 
spent camping as a counsellor, and in 
earlier years as a camper. Thus she has 
a great interest in sports; swimming and 
boating in the summer; bowling, skiing 
and skating in the winter; also football 
and basketball are among her favorites 
and she is a true Adams High alumna. 

Her hobbies too are many and she 
finds time for them all. Among them 
are knitting, crocheting, collecting odd 
cups and saucers, listening to classical 
and popular music, playing the piano - 
and above all. collecting and cooking 
“Tried and True Recipes”, some of 
which she is now sharing with us in her 
recipe corner each me nth. 

Versatile, full of fun, efficient and 
interested in her community—is she 
not an exceptional individual? 

What’s Cooking ? 

This month we have “Tried and 
True” recipe contributions from Fran¬ 
ces Kordana and two of her fellow em¬ 
ployes who work in the Round Midget 
Assembly Department. 

NEVER-FAIL DUMPLINGS 

2 cups sifted flour 
% teaspoon salt 

4 level teaspoons baking powder 
1 egg 

Milk 

Sift together flour, salt and baking 
powder; Into standard measuring cup 
break the egg, beat lightly, and fill the 
cup with milk. Add to dry ingredients, 
beat a little, and let stand to raise for 5 
minutes. Drop batter by tablespoons 
on top of boiling stew meat or chicken; 


Leave meat in kettle. Cover and boil 
20 minutes. Just as good warmed over 
in the broth the next day. 

Frances Kordana 

CHERRY PIE 

2 j cups (No. 2 can) tart pitted cherries 
1 cup sugar 

2 tablespoons quick cooking tapioca 

1 recipe Plain Pastry 

2 tablespoons butter 

Drain cherries, saving juice. Mix 
cherries, sugar, tapioca and cup juice 
and let stand 15 minutes. Line pie pan 
with pastry, pour in filling, dot with 
butter and cover with top crust; prick 
with fork. Bake in very hot oven 
(450 F.) 10 minutes; reduce heat to 
moderate (350 C) and bake 30 minutes 
longer. Makes 1 (9-inch) pie. 

Francis Kordana 

QUICK CHOCOLATE CANDY 

Place I package of Instant Chocolate 
pudding (Royals Pudding) in bowl, 
add I lb confectioners’ sugar, $ cup 
soft Blue Bonnet Margarine, 1 egg 
white and 3 tablespoons evaporated 
milk or cream. Stir until well mixed 
then work with hands about 2 minutes 
to make a creamy smooth ball. Press 
into dish. Cut into squares. Makes 
l-§ pounds. 

Contributed by Norma Skorupshi 

CEDAR LAKE SPECIAL 

I can tuna 

I can cream of mushroom soup 
I cup milk 
I package noodles 
I egg 

Cook noodles as directed on package. 
Spread layer of noodles and layer of 
tuna. Mix soup, egg, and milk and 
put some on each layer. Fill dish, cover 
with crumbs. Bake 30 to 40 minutes. 

Contributed by Thelma Sherman 


Research and Engineering 

by Isabel Jensen 
Mort Labes is the proud father of a 
baby girl born on January 30. Congrat¬ 
ulations, Pop! . We wish to extend a 
better late than never welcome to Flo 
Jennings who is now working in Herb 
Haworth’s Lab.. Dolly and Doug 
Crosier are proud new home owners 
anxiously awaiting the time when they 
will move into their four apartment 
house on Walnut Street We are very 
pleased to note how many persons are 
taking courses at Drury, Pittsfield or 
here at Sprague’s. Mary Bernard is at¬ 
tending Drury Evening School to ob¬ 
tain her high school diploma and in ad¬ 
dition she is also attending the electron¬ 
ics classes being given here at Sprague 
Electric. Alice Haworth is also attend¬ 
ing the Electronics classes. Lee Mendel 
is traveling to Pittsfield three nights a 
week for the University of Mass. Ex¬ 
tension course in electrical engineering. 
Virginia Kemp is taking a Spanish 
course at Pittsfield High School under 
the auspices of the University of 
Massachusetts. In addition to Spanish, 
Ginny is learning to make ceramics 
under the direction of Fred Whitham 
at the Drury Evening School. Laura 
Cardinal, Dr. Lazier, Mr. Schimmel, 
Ray Hunicke and Bill Robinson are 
taking the rapid reading course at the 
Drury High Evening school . Alice 
Cronin was guest of honor at a bridal 
shower on January 19 at the 1896 
House. She was presented a bright new 
Sunbeam Toaster by the girls in the 
Lab and a delicious dinner was enjoyed 
by all .On the same night, Larry 
Hobson was given a stag dinner at 
Heartwellville Lodge by his fellow 
workers in the lab. Larry and Alice 
certainly seem to live lives of coinci¬ 


dence. Born on the same day, graduated 
from same high school on the same day, 
both attended college and graduated 
with engineering degrees and now work 
at the same Company in the same De 
partment! Alice and Larry have 
furnished a six room house in Williams 
town. We wish you both much happi 
ness! 


F.P. Ovens and Assembly 

by Anabelle Mahar 

We are glad to see two of our girls 
back! They are Catherine Coody and 
Helen Macteer. Catherine has been 
ill and has been out for quite awhile. 
So glad you are better and able to be 
with us again. Kate. Helen was on 
leave because her little boy had an 
operation. We sure missed her. The 
place was much too quiet without her. 



A 2C Valmore Harpin 


A-2C Valmore Harpin 

Arrives in Japan 

A 2C Valmore Harpin is now station¬ 
ed at Yokota Air Force Base in Japan 
and will be there for a period of 18 to 
24 months. 

He enlisted March 18, 1953, and 
upon completing his basic training at 
Sampson Air Force Base, New York, 
he was sent to autc body repair school 
at Amarillo Air Force Base in Texas. 
He then was assigned to Otis Air Force 
Base at Falmouth, Mass, and last May 
he was transferred to Warren Air Force 
Base in Cheyenne, Wyoming, where he 
completed auto engine mechanic school. 
From there he went to Parks Air Force 
Base, Pleasanton, California where he 
awaited shipment to Japan. 

Val attended Drury High School 
and was employed by the Auto Re¬ 
placement Parts Company in North 
Adams. 

He is the son of Dona and Jennie 
Harpin. Don works in the Etch House 
at Marshall Street and Jennie is em¬ 
ployed by the ABC Luncheonette on 
Marshall Street. He is the brother of 
Doris Harpin who is employed in the 
Cost Department. 

For those who would like to write to 
him, his address is: 

A/2C Valmore D. Harpin 
A.F. 12432662 Box 3 
41st Fighter Clntep Sqdn. 

APO 328 

San Francisco, California 


Maintenance Department 

by Audrea Bowen 

Paul Belanger, electrician, has re¬ 
turned to work after recuperating from 
a knee operation. Welcome back, 
Paul. . . Chalmer Rose is conducting a 
Standard First Aid Course sponsored 
by the American Red Cross at its 
headquarters in the Kimball Building. 
Chalmer is a certified instructor for 
this class. There are ten members en¬ 
rolled and new members are welcome 
to join the instructions Dorothy 


Buzzell and husband. Leland, attended 
the 25th wedding anniversary of a 
former classmate, Mrs. Clara Emmett. 
The reception was held February 5 in 
Boston at the Sheraton-Plaza Hotel 
Arthur Reynold is recovering in his 
home in Pownal from a virus infection 
Emma Lebert has returned to her 
work at Beaver Street after an extended 
leave of absence. Mary Guzzi took 
over her work while Emma was ab 
sent. Everyone is happy to see you 
back on the job. Emma. 


Metal Clad Assembly (nights) 

by Dorothy Sprague 
Well the holidays arc over for another 
year and everyone is looking lorward <o 
spring Santa was real nice tc some of 
the girls! Barb Scott ard Mary Jant- 
LaBonte both received beautiful dia¬ 
monds from their husbands. Kathy 
Holden received a new TV set and 
yours truly a new electric, food mixer 
Mrs. Cain received a surprise gift from 
her co-workers Julie Peroski got 
her drivers license just before the holi¬ 
days. With this mild weather she is 
sure getting lets of experience We 
want to send a speedy recovery wish to 
Beverly, who is in the hospital We 
also want to welcome the new girls to 
our department It is good to see a few 
new faces And our welcome to John 
Daub, who is with us again So long 
to Barb Scott who has left us for awhile. 
We all miss her It‘s good to see Millv 
Minnie and Muritl back again Glad 
your colds are better It sure is good 
to see Pete smil.ng once again. His 
hunting dog came back But if anyone 
likes rabbit don’t mention the word to 
Pete (you’ll be sorry). By the way Pete, 
where is this fox you are always talking 
about? 



Jan. I, Mr. and Mrs. James Valotta, 
daughter 

Jan. 23, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Danforth, 
son 

Jan. 24, Mr. and Mrs. John Raby, 
daughter 

Jan. 30, Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Barber, 
son 

Jan. 30, Mr. and Mrs. Mortimer Labes, 
daughter 

Feb. 3, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Whit¬ 
ham, daughter 

Feb. 8 Mr. and Mrs. Edward Roi, 
daughter 



January 8, Jean Crockwell to Roland 
Gagne. 

February 5, Alice Cronin to Larry 
Hobson 

February 12, Phyllis Lincoln to Richard 
Gribben. 

Anniversaries... 

January 30, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Haas, 18 years. 

February 6, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Boyer, 22 years. d 

10, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Grosz, 21 years. 

13, Mr. and Mrs. Jessee 
Gifford, 27 years. 

27, Mr. and Mrs. Elwood 
Hall, 7 years. 



Art Mathews’ 

Safety Salute 

Safety First! This is the number I 
rule followed by those of the Incoming 
Inspection Department. Marshall 
Street, who have held their No Lost 
Time Accident record since September 
of 1952. Mr. Frank Chilson, Fore¬ 
man. attributes this achievement to the 
precautions taken by the people in the 
Department. I he hazards are many 
Work in the Department entails heavy 
lifting, electrical and chemical testing 
and the use of hot ovens. All parts 
and samples to be used in the produc¬ 
tion lines must, upon arrival, be check 
ed through this Department. Worker* 
are responsible for approving all raw 
materials regardless of shape, size or 
function. Last year’s figures show 
that close to I 7 million dollars worth of 
raw materials were purchased and a 
great percentage of these goods are 
delivered to Incoming Inspection. 

Their jub ia important, they can 
afford to take no risks. They must 
work efficiently with SAFETY fore 
most in their minds! 



January 15. Elizabeth Ryan 

16, Bertha Moreau 
24, Agnes Fitzgerald 

26, Margaret Malone 

27, Linda Cozzaglio 

27, Frances Saunders 

28, Helen Jobin 

29, George Messina 

30, Victor Gay 

31, Ray LaFrance 
31, Jane McPherson 
31, Mabel O’Grady 

February I, Tony Falco 

2, Vivian Montgomery 
2, Isabelle Richardson 
7, Beatrice Denery 
7, John Smith 
9, Violet Bona 
I 1, Jean Bancroft 
15, Lea Walden 

17, Mary Santelli 
21, Lillian Adams 
21, Martha Benoni 

21, Florence Clement 
26, Robert Potter 



Sydney Louison to Ernie DelDebbio 
Josephine Zepka to Patrick Sullivan 
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SPORT 

Basketball 

Highlights 

PITTSFIELD 60 DRURY 38 

Playing iheir poorest game of the 
year and with home fans exhibiting the 
poorest sportsmanship ever seen in 
North Adams. Drury fell before Pitts¬ 
field High 60-38. 

Pittsfield played a tight man to man 
defense, forcing Drury to shoot from 
outside. This, plus Drury’s inability 
to move the ball into shooting position, 
cost the Blue-Devils the ballgame. 
Pittsfield on the other hand moved the 
ball at ease and scored heavily in the 
late stages of the contest. 

Drury managed to end the first 
period of the game 9-8. The second 
quarter saw Pittsfield tighten their 
defense, outscoring the Blue-Devils 
10-6, taking an 18-15 lead. 

Pittsfield, unleashing a furious sec¬ 
ond half offense, literally ran Drury 
right off the Armory floor and out- 
scored the Blue-Devils 42-43. ruining 
Drury's hope for victory, 

Johnny Allen scored 7 points. Johnny 
is quickly becoming one of the top 
notch rebounders in Berkshire County. 
Mark Cramer led the feeble Drury 
attack, scoring 12 points. Johnny 
Gemzbella, the smallest man on the 
court, but by far the most painful 
thorn in Drury's sides, led a very 
smooth Pittsfield offense. 


Military 

Addresses 

Pvt. Arthur J Christopher. Jr 
US 51295282 
9403 Dev. Det. 

Fort Monmouth, N.J 

Sgt. Edward H. DeGrenier NG 
12243431 

Tank Co 3rd Battalion 
3rd A.C.R. 

Fort G.G. Meade. Maryland 

Pvt. Carl D. Sarine 

US 51295403 

Co. K 272nd Inf Regt. 

Fort Dix, New Jersey 

Sgt. l/c William C Fowler 
97 H Baker Village 
Columbus, Georgia 

A/lc John H. Reilly. Jr. AF IJ 225935 
Hq. Pers. Processing Sqdn. 

Kelley A.F.B. 

San Antonio, Texas 

A/2c Ralph E. Strange AF 21271344 
7305 A.B. Sq. Air Police Sec. 

A.P.O. 84. New York. New York 

Pfc. Carl J. Sullivan 1330865 
M C R D 
Parris Island 
South Carolina 

CpI. Robert O. Bliss US 51216555 
Headquarters Co. 771 5U.S.A.R.F..U.R. 
Ord. School 

APO 172 New York. New York 

A/lc Frank S. Gassett. Jr. 

Box 422 509th Field Maintainence Sqd. 
Walker A.F.B. 

Roswell, New Mexico 

Pvt. Leo A. Mastroianni. Jr. 

US 51295620 

Co. F. 365th Inf. Regt. 

Fort Dix, New Jersey 


w • • • 

DRURY 50 ST. JOSEPH’S 44 

Drury High drew first blood in the 
annual city series by defeating North 
Adams St. Joseph’s 50-44. The Saints, 
pinning their hopes on an upset, for 
their first city series victory in over 
ten years, fought valiantly only to 
falter in the dying minute, to become 
the Blue-Devil's second victim in the 
Berkshire League. 

St. Joseph’s entered the contest with 
a 1-1 record having an upset win over 
Pittsfield High. 

Poor foul shooting, particularly in 
the last period, led to St. Joesph's 
downfall. St. Joseph's started fast, and, 
found themselves enjoying a 14-9 lead 
at the end of the first 8 minutes of play. 
The second quarter saw the Blue- 
Devils increase their tempo outscoring 
the Saints 16-12. 

The second half continued nip and 
tuck till late in the final period when 
Drury came forth with a scoring burst 
which chilled any Saints hope for 
victory. 

Shawn Hawthorne, receiving his 
first real varsity chance, played a good 
defense game and scored 9 points. 
Johnny Allen once again proved his 
worth on rebounds. Chuck Radelli led 
St. Joseph’s scoring 17 points. 


# by TINY MANCINI 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FIRST 
HALF OF THE SEASON WERE: 

Adams High coming off the floor 
after an opening night defeat, pro¬ 
ceeded to bowl over all opponents and 
rack up five straight victories to hold 
first place in the Northern Berkshire 
League. 

Local St. Joseph's pinning a 38-37 
defeat to a heavy favored Pittsfield 
squad and the all around improvement 
of their general play which is now the 
talk of the circuit. 

The sudden collapse of a pre-season 
favored Pittsfield team, that could 
win just two of six contests. 

St. Joseph's of Pittsfield started 
slow and then paced the League 
throughout most of the first half. 

No less than eight different teams 
were victims of upsets throughout the 
first half of the circuit. So the Northern 
Berkshire League rolled merrily into 
the second half, and please have pity 
on the team occupying the role of 
Favored! 


LEAGUE STANDING AT END OF 
FIRST HALF OF SEASON 

Won Lost 


Adams 5 I 

St. Joseph's P. 4 2 

Williamstown 4 2 

Drury 3 3 

Pittsfield 2 4 

Dalton 2 4 

St. Joseph's N.A. I 5 


Pfc. Dover L. Owens US 51216754 

Co. A 519th MP Bn 

APO 500, San Francisco. California 

A Ic Beatrice Perras 
Base Weather Station 
Selfridge A.F.B.. Mich. 

Where the 
I a ui( I is New 

Red-haired Lorene Lancashire, who 
acquired the name "Rusty " early in 
life, is raising a family of three daugh 
ters. More than that, she is a modern 
pioneer in the Alaskan wilderness, 
making a home where six years ago 
there was unbroken timberland. 

Since 1948. but for one trip to her 
native Ohio, she has lived on the Kenai 
peninsula, between Anchorage and 
Seward. Alaska. That year Lawrence 
Lancashire brought his family there 
to one of the few places in Alaska where 
truly arable land was still available for 
homesteading. 

The February issue of Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine describes how 
the Lancashires live on less than $100 
a month cash where most prices aver 
age 25 per cent -higher than in the 
United States West. Wild game is a 
necessary supplement to the Lan 
cashire diet. 

Larry had been a bomber pilot, then 
ferried fighter planes to the Russians 
across Alaska. After the war he was 
successful as a paint contractor in 
Ohio, but found that "making more 
money than some of my acquaintances” 
was not enough for a full life. In the 
1948 summer Larry and Rusty threw 
up a rude log cabin on a Kenai penin 
sula rise called Pickle Hill. 

The cabin was without floors or 
windows during its first cold winter; 
but since then a bedroom, a kitchen, 
even a bathroom, have been added. 
The Lancashires have running water 
and a bathtub—both rarities for their 
part of Alaska. A toilet is still to come. 

Larry and Rusty have cleared forty 
acres of land so far, at an average cost 


of $115 an acre. Their cash crop is a 
field of potatoes, planted for army 
bases. If the crops mature, eleven- 
year-old Martha, eldest of the three 
daughters, will go to high school 
“outside." where dresses replace blue 
jeans. 

Pickle Hill is far from the pleasures 
of "civilization,” but the Lancashires 
have learned to like it. Rusty says. 
“We work hard up here, but we don't 
worry. There's no tension. But I do 
wish we could think of some really good 
name for this place It deserves some¬ 
thing better than just 'Pickle Hill’." 

Employes 
Form Ski Club 

The Good News is here! Your Ski 
Club has been formed and the officers 
elected. 

Roger Ottman of Williamstown was 
elected president of the newly organized 
ski club which held their first meeting 
on February 16. Other officers elected 
are as follows; Fred Pinkall, North 
Adams. 1st Vice-President; Ann Rear¬ 
don. North Adams. 2nd Vice-President; 
Carole Clarke. Adams, and Rose Marie 
Tobin, Adams. Secretary and publicity 
manager: and Shirley Rarick. Adams. 
Treasurer. 

Approximately thirty people attend¬ 
ed the first meeting of the organization 
at which time plans were outlined for 
group skiing at various ski areas. 
Organized skiing instructions for be¬ 
ginners and intermediates will begin 
soon and most instructions will be 
given at Bernard's in the Notch. 

Committees for social gatherings 
including suppers, dances and movies 
will be appointed at a later date. Also 
plans for weekend trips to distant re¬ 
sorts will be discussed at the next 
meeting which will be held on Tuesday. 
March I. at a place to be announced. 
Try to be there! 

For further information about the 
Sprague Electric Ski Club, contact any 
of the officers. 



Michael Catrambone is shown executing a perfect parallel turn. Look 
closely and see his form knees forward, weight forward, uphill ski 
ahead. Mike has just come out of a traverse, and after making the turn 
will continue with the traverse. This picture also shows his perfect 
follow-through. 


Learn To Ski 

The Easy Way 


In the fields of engineering, medicine, 
business or sports, there is invariably 
a group of persons known as experts 
An "expert" as defined by Webster, is 
a skilled person or a specialist Thus 
we have obtained the help and advice 
of Michael Catrambone. head of the 
Dutch Hill Ski School at Heartwell- 
ville. Vermont, and an expert skier, 
to indoctrinate us on just what a ski 
school is and what its functions are. 

Mr. Catrambone. or "Mike" as he is 
known, is a veteran skier, having been 
acquainted with the sport for 17 of his 
30 years. He is well qualified to guide 
us in this article and to be an instructor, 
since he recently passed the rugged 
exam offered by the United States 
Eastern Amateur Ski Association to 
would-be Certified Instructors, a title 
Mike now holds. This course, which 
runs for a week, covers the USEASA'S 
particular method of teaching be¬ 
ginners to advanced skiers, and is 
given by trained and hand picked men 
from the eastern states. Out of a 
possible 200 points in this exam. Mike 
totalled 151. well above the passing 
grade, and coped honors in his partic 
ular group 

Mike, an instructor at the Dutch 
Hill Ski School for the past six years, 
has been in charge of the school for the 
last two years. He has several compe¬ 
tent assistants on his staff which teach¬ 
es the modified Arlberg method of 
skiing. 

Four definite divisions make up the 
classes in his school classes which 
can either be private or group. 

First of all. there is the beginner. 
This person barely knows what skis 
are and literally is getting on them for 
the first time. Mike takes these people 
to the school slopes and teaches them 
how to walk properly on skis, how 
to hold their poles correctly, how to 
maneuver simple climbing steps, and 
how to pick themselves up from a spill. 
The well-known snow plow is also 
taught in this class, along with the 
snow plow turn. Straight downhill 
skiing, (where the pitch of the hill is 
so gradual that you run out of speed 
and automatically stop) is another 
feature of this class. 

Next are the intermediate skiers. 
This group has more or less learned 
the basic rules of skiing and now wishes 
to become more accomplished. In the 
intermediate classes, you learn the 
traverse position, side slipping, and 
traverse turns. 

The intermediate-expert has gone 
beyond the afore-mentioned steps, 
and is ready for advanced instruction. 
Included in this category are the one 


and two pole jump turns, and the stem 
christie and parallel christie. both of 
which must be executed at high speed. 

The old saying "You can always learn 
something" holds true for some ad¬ 
vanced skiers. These people take lessons 
because they feel there is always a 
new turn, or a more graceful way of 
doing the present one Trail skiing, 
terrain running and terrain jumping 
with one and two poles, step turns 
running or going down a hill, skating 
on skis, skating turns or royal 
christies. downhill racing and slalom 
racing are also offered in the advanced 
classes. 

A common question many beginners 
ask is: How many lessons will I need? 
It is difficult to say just how many a 
new skier will require. It is up to the 
individual concerned, his athletic abil¬ 
ity and interest in the sport. A project 
which has helped many new skiers im 
prove their style, and that is offered 
by the larger ski clubs in cities, is a dry 
ski school. These classes enable one to 
limber up and learn some of the more 
simple techniques of skiing 

Classes at Mike’s ski school run 
daily from 10:30 to 12:30 and 1:30 to 
3:30. He also teaches the proper care 
of equipment. 

Mike offers some very good advice 
when he says, "Do not overdo or 
surpass your skiing ability or knowledge. 
Know your physical condition and 
recognize signs of fatigue. A famous 
skier. Hannes Schneider, father of 
Arlberg skiing, once said. 'Speed is the 
thrill; control is the art’. Let that be 
a word of advice to all would be schuss- 
boomers!” 


Metal Clad Assembly (nights) 
Dot Sprague 

The girls of Metal Clad send their 
best wishes and lots of luck to Vickie, 
who has left us And we say hi to the 
new girls who are working with us. 
Hope you’ll enjoy being with us. . . 
We have a new style in our department. 
Flannel dungaries! It must be the cold 
spell or was it the recent sale, girls?. . . 
We'll all be glad to see spring. Maybe 
it will rid us all of colds and the virus. 
Poor Jake is really ill, he can’t even 
talk. Hope you'll soon feel better. . . 
Jenny has broken the record. She has 
not fallen out of her chair since the 
new year began We knew you could 
do it Jenny . Birthday greetings are 
extended to Ann Adams who observed 
her day on Valentine’s. February 14. 



Page 10 


SPRAGUE ELECTRIC LOG 


February 1954 


SEEBF 

Cuntimud from Page 1 

tions. Secondly, you are protected in 
this respect; when you joined this fund, 
you were given a solicitation card 
which signilies that you are contribu 
ting progressively. If you will present 
this card to a solicitor cf any of the 
participating funds, you need con¬ 
tribute no more 

As these beneficial drives expand, 
they need your backing. Assess your 
present status. Can you help? Do you 
wish to give increased help to these 
causes by adding a few cents a week to 
your SEEBF donation? If so, kindly 
fill out this coupon and send it to the 
Personnel Department 


Watch Out For 
That Cold 


Fill Out This Blank To Increase 
Your SEEBF Donation 

TO: Personnel Department 
Marshall Street Plant 

Please Print:... 

(Name) 


(Clock Number) 


(Department) 


1 desire to increase my SEEBF donation to 
will be deducted from my paycheck. 


cents a week. I understand tha* my donation 


SIGNED: . 

MAIL BY INTER-PLANT MAIL TO PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 


Safety Incentive 

Success in safety is the product of 
conditions that emphasize individual 
responsibility, it was recently pointed 
out by Crawford I I. Greenewalt, Du¬ 
Pont president. 

I le recalled that realistic officials 
in France, back in the 18th Century, 
recognized this fact and even enacted 
it into law 1 hat law required that 
workers and management, at all 
government explosives works, should 
have t heir homes and rear their families 
on the immediate premises. 

I hus the authorities assured them 
selves that the incentive to work 
safely was present at all times, with 
every man to be “his brother’s keeper” 
if he were to be his own. The founder 
of the Du Pont company followed the 
example, building his own house close 
to the first powder mills! 


The candid physician will tell you 
that there is no subject the doctors 
know they know less about or that the 
victims think they know more about 
than the common cold. 

The average citizen has six colds 
a year, varying from runny nose to 
the coughs, sneezes and misery of a 
bad one. Colds cost the nation working 
time worth an estimated $420,000,000 
in wages, and much more in discomfort 
and lowered efficiency 

A cold is an infectious disease spread 
by a virus and a virus is the poison of 
an infectious disease, a midget form of 
bacteria often so tiny that the virus 


cannot be filtered out. 

Outside influences such as getting 
too hot, too cold, too tired, or any other 
excess, can weaken us and make it 
easier to “catch cold.” But we never 
have a cold unless we have been ex¬ 
posed to the cold virus. Chilling alone 
will not cause illness, but it can lower 
resistance to an attack by an infectious 
agent such as the cold virus. 

Medical authorities say it isn’t true 
that a cold turns the system “acid” 
and that we should therefore counter¬ 
act the acid by dosing with something 
“alkaline.” 

To keep from getting a cold, keep 


your general resistance high, keep 
away from crowds and especially from 
people who have colds. If you get one. 
stay at home, to protect yourself and 
others. Hot foot baths, hot water, tea 
or lemonade, and heating pads may 
ease some of the pain of inflamation; 
the fluids will aid elimination. Be alert 
to signs of secondary infection; consult 
your physician. By “being brave” you 
endanger yourself and expose other 
people to the same misery you have. 


Population Increase 

The population of the United States, 
including members of the armed forces 
overseas, rose to 163,930,000 at the end 
of 1934, the Metropolitan Life In¬ 
surance Company’s statisticians es 
timate. 

This represents a gain of 2,830,000 
during the year, and exceeds by more 
than 100,000 the previous high gain 
registered in 1931. It was the eighth 
year in succession, the statisticians 
note, in which the population gain has 
been more than 2.3 millions. Contribu¬ 
ting to the 1954 gain were the new high 
number of births, an all-time low death 
rate, and a moderate addition through 
immigration. 

Every state except West Virginia 
shared in the 1954 population increase. 
The rate of population growth was 
highest along the Pacific Coast, 3.7 
percent, or approximately double the 
national gain of 1.8 percent. Since 
April of 1950 California alone, has 
added more than2.3million inhabitants. 
Its population now numbers about 12.9 
million, and is exceeded only by that of 
New York State. 

The Rocky Mountain States also 
experienced a vigorous population 
growth during the year. Arizona and 
Nevada have been the fastest growing 
states in the country, each having 
doubled its population since 1940. 

Florida’s population increased by 
about 5.7 percent in 1954, and by 
more than 6 percent annually in the 
years immediately preceding. Increases 
well above the national average also 
occurred in the District of Columbia 
and in New Mexico, Delaware, Mary¬ 
land, Utah, Connecticut, Michigan, 
Louisiana and Texas. 


About Washington... 

The story of the small-fry George 
Washington chopping down the cherry 
tree with his little hatchet and bravely 
(“I cannot tell a lie!”) admitting it to 
his father, began with an anecdotal 
biography published in 1800 by Parson 
Weems, an admiring if imaginative 
preacher. True or not, it and its moral 
survive to this day. 


At Recent Supervisors’ Dinner 



Supervisors of the Company are shown here at the Supervisors’ Train¬ 
ing Dinner-Meeting which was held on January 17 at the Williams Inn. 


Names In The News 


Robert C. Sprague, Jr., Director of Employe and Community Relations of 
the Company, was a panel member at the Associated Industries of Massachusetts 
Annual Seminar which was held on the University of Massachusetts campus in 
Amherst from February 4-6. 

Paul J. Chittenden ; Assistant Treasurer, was elected a member of the Board 
of Directors of the North Adams United Fund Red Cross Organization for the 
ensuing year, at their annual meeting which was held on Wednesday evening, 
January 26. 

John D. Washburn, Director of Personnel, was the principal speaker at 
Drury Fligh School cn the morning of January 27. Mr. Washburn spoke on 
“Achievement” to the newly elected members of the Nu Sigma Honorary Society 
which recognizes students attaining 85 or above average for the first two years of 
high school. 

Bruce Carlson, Statistical Assistant to the President, was the principal speaker 
at the second series of seminars on electronic computers and their application to 
business problems which was held at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, 
New York on February 2. Mr. Carlson gave a comparative survey of available 
equipment. 


Attend Safety Conference 



Arthur Mathews, standing, is pictured here showing Supervisors 
“Why Safeguards are Necessary’’ which was the subject for the Safety 
Discussion Meeting held on January 27 in the New Conference Room on 
Marshall Street. 
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FOR SALE 

Magic Chef combination gas and oil stove. Two years old. Reasonable price. 
Dial Mrs. Chester Gallup 514 or MO 4-0804 after 5:30 p.m. 

Glenwood gas stove, black and white. Used for six months, in good condition. 
Selling for $75.00 Dial MO 4-0231 anytime. 

Glenwood four-burner gas range. Full size, two years old. Visualite oven, 
center griddle, light and timer. Like new. Call Doug Crosier at Marshall Street 
ext. 580 or MO 3-8714 after 5:00 p.m. 

Florence twin seven inch parlor oil stove. Used two months. Complete with 
fan and thermostat. Contact Frank Pushee at the machine shop or dial Adams 

1412-R._ _ 

Large two-wheel trailer with new hitch. Price $35.00. Call MO 2-2927 anytime 
after 4:00 p.m. 

Two car radios, 1 Buick, I Motorola. Almost new. Reasonable price. Dial 
MO-3-5668 between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon. 

Hedstrom baby carriage. Selling for $10.00. Also an automatic defroster that 
will connect to any refrigerator. Selling for $5.00. Dial MO 3-8072. 

Doll’s perambulator, slightly used. Also blue cotillion gown, size 15. Dial 
MO 3-7103 anytime after 2:30 p.m. 

Skis, children’s. Five feet long with clamps. Never used. Dial MO 3-7041. 
Ice skates, men’s. Size 8 and I I. Call Adams 966-W. 


WANTED 

Riders from Adams to Beaver Street, 5 to I I shift. Phone Adams 1730-M during 
the day. 

Ride from and to Adams daily. Commercial Street area. Dial Adams 1478-WK. 
or Marshall 283, 8-5 shift. 


FOR RENT 

Four room cottage—stove heat. $26. per month. Inquire 24 Jackson Street. 
Dial MO 3-9461 after 5:00 p.m. 




















